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Abstract

In his important work Bahr al-Ma’arif, Mawla Abd al-Samad Hamadani
introduces wilayat as the most central element of Shiite-mystical practical
wisdom, which, beyond a theoretical concept, creates a bridge between the
individual and the collective realm. The main issue of this research is that
in the conditions of the era of occultation and the challenges of
contemporary governance, how can the element of wilayat in Hamadan1’s
thought be generalized from individual conduct (refining the soul and
annihilation in the name of God) to an efficient model for transcendental
governance (monotheistic justice and social guidance)? The main question
of the research is: What are the functional implications of the element of
wilayat in Bahr al-Ma’arif by Mawla Abd al-Samad Hamadant for the
transition from individual conduct to collective governance? The main
goal of the research is to extract and explain these functional implications
with an emphasis on its practical applications in the model of
transcendental governance. This research is qualitative and has been
conducted with a hermeneutical (interpretive) approach. The main method
is content analysis of primary texts based on the book Bahr al-Ma'arif
(corrected and translated by Hossein Estadovali). To extract implications,
the hermeneutic round technique (understanding the text in a historical-
mystical horizon and its application in a contemporary horizon) has been
used. The findings show that guardianship in Samadani's thought begins
with guardianship over the soul (stages of purifying the appearance,
emptying of vices, analyzing it into virtues, and observing) and extends to
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social guardianship. This concept, emphasizing the purification of the soul
of rulers, service-orientedness, moral transparency, combating the vices of
power (love of position and wealth), and strengthening monotheistic
justice, presents a functional model for the governance structure in the era
of occultation. As a result, Hamadani's thought has great potential for
confronting the challenges of contemporary governance, including
administrative corruption, the ruler-people gap, and de-spiritualization,
and proposes a transcendent model based on the connection of individual
conduct and collective responsibility, which can be a basis for rethinking
contemporary Islamic governance.

Keywords: Wilayat, Bahr al-Ma'rif, Mawli Abdul Samad Hamadani, mystical
conduct, transcendental = governance, monotheistic  justice,
hermeneutics.
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1. Trustworthiness
2. Thick Description
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1. Functional Implications
2. Moral Legitimacy
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