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Abstract

Islamic governance, as an institutional process for exercising power and
public management in the context of the political system, requires a
comparative analysis of the fundamental paradigms of legitimacy and
efficiency. This study examines three paradigms of the political system:
the traditional system of the Ummah and Imamate, the modern system of
the nation-state, and the integrated model of the Imamate and the nation
based on religious democracy of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Using the
qualitative content analysis method and a paradigmatic comparative
approach, the theoretical foundations, indicators, and functions of each
model have been examined with an emphasis on the ontological
differences of divine and national legitimacy, and the practical challenges
of maintaining a balance between legitimacy and efficiency. The results
show that each paradigm, with its own advantages and limitations,
highlights the need to pay attention to the contexts of the political system
in understanding Islamic governance. The Ummah and Imamate system
emphasizes divine legitimacy and divine leadership, while the nation-state
system, relying on social contract and national sovereignty, distances itself
from divine legitimacy and faces a legitimacy crisis in the long term. The
Imamate and Nation model, by combining two sources of legitimacy,
poses the challenge of maintaining a balance between fixed religious
principles and rational-modern requirements, the success of which lies in
the ability to realize religious democracy and the effectiveness of policies.
By presenting a threefold theoretical framework, this research has made it
possible to reexamine the foundations of Islamic governance.
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